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Abshire Bedroom Collection
2023 ISFD Pinnacle Award Finalist
Designed by Michael Robinson,
Co-founder Townehaus

JWIICIIal

Custom Solid Wood Furniture for Home & Office - Designed & Built in the USA

Book Appointment today!

Townehaus can help turn YOUR VISION into A REALITY. | townehaus.com ,af

Oyl

- By Appointment + 300 Mill St., Moorestown, NJ 08057
| | Townehaus

856.581.0378 * info@townehaus.com * townehaus.com
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Ultrasounds

Call or book online for appointment

609-510-8813

www.isawyoufirstimagingllc.com

ORDER
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to Single
Use Plastic!

Bring your
own clean, dry
containers and
fill them with
one of our many

sustainable //,?5,. ,

products.

therehllmarketnj.com

for pickup and delivery available

10 Haddon Ave. Haddon Township, NJ
856-285-7135
The Refill Market is a registered NJ Sustainable Business

Letter from the Editor:

Hello 08033! I am
excited for you to
check out our month-
ly edition magazine
dedicated to the life-
style and community
of Haddonfield.

We start our issue
with Charles “Chas”
Floyd Johnson. He’s
a Hollywood vet-

Kathy Chang
EDITOR

eran, who executive produced NCIS for
22 seasons, and was a one-time borough
resident. He has joined a group of notable
writers for an anthology, A Gathering of
Voices, of compelling essays, that resonates
with wisdom. Follow the stars on page 4.
Next, we visit the beauty of Crows
Woods Gardens that sit along the Coo-
per River, with plenty of wildlife and bird
migration coming through the area every
season. Tucked behind the Crows Woods
sporting fields, garden enthusiasts start
with a blank slate in a planting season that
begins on April 15 and ends on Nov. 13.
One of the gardeners included Mary Pre-
vite before her passing in 2019. Look at the

beauty on page 12.

We round our issue remembering Sept.
11, 2001. There are thousands of monu-
ments to the courage displayed on that day.
New Jersey has more than 150 in towns
across the state that incorporate pieces of
the tower wreckage. Haddonfield is one of
them. Remember on page 20.

Also check out our three expert contrib-
utors including “Building and Living the
Life You Want” on page 8, “Haddonfield,
NJ: A Glimpse Into The Fall 2025 Real Es-
tate Market,” and “Good Design Is More
Than Just Good Looks” on page 22.

Haddonfield Happenings on page 24
gives you a glimpse of future community
events and hear what your neighbors have
to say, Pumpkin Spice or Apple Cider? on
page 2. All of this and more awaits on the
pages ahead!

Enjoy!

Kathy Chang
Editor

Expert Contributors

ARCHITECTURE
& DESIGN

REAL ESTATE

REMODELING

Benita Cooper Christy Oberg, Realtor® Jay Cipriani
Benita Cooper Architect Weichert Premier Cipriani Remodeling
Benita Cooper Design Haddonfield Solutions

Contributors

Debra Wallace

Abigail Twifold

Doug McConnell
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Let Aster’s Create Your Special Day!

QUALITY
ROOTS
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& PRICING!

9AM-10PM | 850 RTE 70 W, MARLTON, NJ 0805

getqualityroots.com

Both customers must be enrolled in Quality Roots loyalty
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Make the ‘good stuff” even better

HOLLYWOOD VETERAN AND ONE-TIME BOROUGH RESIDENT HAS JOINED A
GROUP OF WRITERS FOR AN ANTHOLOGY THAT RESONATES WITH WISDOM

PHOTO BY KARINE SIMON

Hattie Winston, Charles Floyd Johnson, Denise Billings, Denise Nicholas, Otto E. Stallworth, Ir.,, MD and GW Williams.

By Debra Wallace

uthor and television producer
Charles “Chas” Floyd Johnson
has led a life steeped in his roots

of faith, tenacity and a strong work ethic.
One of six seasoned authors who make
up the Longwood Writers Workshop, the
Camden native and his fellow members are
promoting their anthology, A Gathering
of Voices, a collection of essays written by
Johnson and five of his notable friends.
Those friends include novelist and ac-
tress Denise Nicholas (In the Heat of the
Night and Room 222), anesthesiologist
Otto E. Stallworth Jr., businesswoman and
novelist GW Williams, author Denise Bill-

ings and TV and Broadway veteran Hattie
Winston (Becker and The Electric Com-
pany).

Four of the six workshop writers were
interested in writing their memoirs. The
group initially came together around
Nicholas’ dining room table and turned to
Zoom during COVID.

They then re-grouped in person after-
ward to soldier on.

With a foreword from Tony-winning
Broadway veteran Phylicia Rashad, whose
TV credits include The Cosby Show and
The Gilded Age, A Gathering of Voices is a
varied collection of personal, introspective

see VOICES page 7
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VOICES 08033
from page 6

and even lyrical stories.

“With a mind to make the ‘good stuff’
even better, they joined the Longwood
Writers Workshop, a small, select group of
people with diverse backgrounds, extensive
life experiences and like minds,” Rashad
wrote.

“Shared enthusiasm and commitment
to purpose defined this circle of support
as they gathered to read, listen to and of-
fer critical analysis of their own and each
other’s work.”

The anthology’s stories resonate with
memories of struggles waged, battles won
and lost and experiences that illuminate
the writers’ mature wisdom and resilience.
According to Johnson, the workshop mem-
bers pored over essays they had each writ-
ten over the years outside of their memoirs.

“We knew nothing about publishing
an anthology,” he acknowledges, “but we
looked at all of our pieces, spread out and
asked, ‘Now, how do we connect these?’
“They were different pieces from different
cycles in (the writers’ lives), and we felt like
putting them together.

“You have to focus them in some way for
readers to pick it up and enjoy the book,”
Johnson added of the anthology, which
was published in February.

A noted TV producer born in Camden,
Johnson spent a great deal of his childhood
in South Jersey towns - including Haddon-
field and Magnolia - as well as Philadel-
phia and Delaware. He says his roots were
steeped in an East Coast mentality.

“I was an only child with a lovely and
loving family,” he recalls, “who helped me
to understand how to get through life, with
faith and with belief in myself. My parents
were wonderful at that.

“That was my foundation.”

After a rich and diverse career as a tele-
vision producer for shows that included
NCIS, Quantum Leap and The Rockford
Files, Johnson is a veteran of more than
1,000 hours on the small screen.

He believes people have to be ready to
make their marks in whatever creative,
educational or business endeavors they
pursue.

“My theory is that opportunity has
to meet preparation,” Johnson observes.

see VOICES page 11

What makes our school UNIQUE?

PHOTO BY LILIANE LATHAN
“A Gathering of Voices” book signing event at the Nate Holden Performing Arts Center

on April 19, 2025.

hfs

HADDONFIELD FRIENDS SCHOOL
academics | service | community

Age 2 - 8th grade ='% established 1786

"

TWO TEACHERS in every
KINDERGARTEN CLASS!

All Kindergarten students receive Art, Music,
Phys Ed, Theatre, and Spanish instruction with
separate teachers

Five-acre campus

Safe, nurturing environment

5:1 student-to-faculty ratio school-wide
Gardening special for our Early
Childhood Center

30+ after-school clubs

Student led service projects =
8th Grade year long Capstone Project E
Immersive learning in the community

ke
T

Apply now!

47 N. Haddon Avenue, Haddonfield, NJ * 08033 | (856) 429-6786 * admissions@hfsfriends.org
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Architect and Designer: Benita Cooper De5|gn | Custom Details: Coop Forge | Photography Jason Cooper

BUILDING AND LIVING THE LIFE YOU WANT

A MODEST RANCHER BECAME A RETREAT
FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND EVERYDAY JOY:
HERE'S HOW YOU CAN DO IT TOO

he first time I sat down with Daniel
and Julie, Daniel made me a coffee.
Not just any coffee, but the perfect
cortado, my favorite drink. Admiring the
latte art design, I thought, How can design
support the way people really want to live?

For me, buildings are not static nouns.
Building is a verb, a process, a service. A
home should grow out of and give shape to
the family’s aspirations.

Turning challenges into opportunities

Daniel and Julie found a 1950 rancher
with low ceilings and disjointed rooms, but
have two active girls, need a private wing

for Julie’s parents, and plan to host large,
frequent gatherings. Committed to giving
this multigenerational family the dream life
they deserve, we carved out 200% more
usable space, and raised ceilings 150%
higher. Seeing the dramatic transforma-
tion, people were knocking on the door
with offers mid-construction!

Creating more by building less

Renovation is harder than new construc-
tion because you are wrestling with exist-
ing conditions. Expanding usable space
without expanding the footprint makes it
even harder. But sometimes the right choice
is the hardest one. Rather than building up

By Benita Cooper
Benita Cooper Design
Expert Contributor

or out, we built down, grounding the home
into the earth, preserving the beautiful
landscape and lowering construction costs.
Doing the most with what you have is good
design, good stewardship, and good budget
management.

see LIVING page 9
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Designing for light and life

Raising the ceilings was essential, be-
cause Julie and Daniel have a huge extend-
ed family who are very tall! To accentuate
the soaring cathedral ceiling, we added sky-
lights to frame the sky; expanded windows
to frame the trees. Sunlight now comes in
from every direction, dancing from wall to
wall through the day.

Shaping connection

Space planning, for me, is about listen-
ing deeply to how a family wants to move
through every moment of the day, and un-
derstanding it so well that you can give the
perfect shape to the entire imagined experi-
ence. It’s so much more than a floor plan.
It’s experiential. Here, the entry flows into
the living room (which visually rolls right
out into the wide open landscape), living
glides into the dining and kitchen, kitchen
into family room, family into the stair. Pri-
vate bedrooms extend down the hall.

Arriving at the lower level (which we re-
fused to call a “basement” from day one!)
you are greeted by a generous view to the
backyard. We tucked a bar under the stair,
and a banquette under mechanical sys-
tems, turning every piece of building in-
frastructure into aesthetic exploration. An
in-law suite for Julie’s parents, office, guest
room, laundry, storage, mechanical room
and multiple new bathrooms are woven
into the space, like pieces in a puzzle. Not
one inch is wasted.

Telling a story through custom details

Intentional details are what make a
home personal. Here, we drew inspiration
from the ash trees outside, and fabricated
a collection of unique ash features. We
wrapped two massive structural beams in
hardwood casings to run an elegant hori-
zontal line through the whole home. Also
in ash, the custom kitchen island extension
is both a show stopper and a multi-purpose
surface: homework, casual meals, big cel-
ebrations, late-night conversations. Subtler
touches: ash shelving transforms into a
fireplace mantel and frames an intricately
designed fireplace surround below. For me,

see LIVING page 10

BIG GOALS...
SMART SAVINGS

Grow your savings with a Parke Select
Money Market Account.

3.92% | *APY of 4.00% (up to $49,999.99)
4.16% | *APY of 4.25% ($50,000.00 & higher)

PARKEBANK

A Return to Better Banking ®
ParkeBank.com | 1.866.PARKEBK

¢ imposed provided you maintain a Menber @
subject to change at any time. FDIC —
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BENITA COOPER

ARCHITECTURE | INTERIOR DESIGN | RENOVATION
BENITACOOPERDESIGN.COM

Before

DESIGN

After

LIVING 08033
from page 9

custom does not mean indulgent. It is the
opposite: humble in intention, an expres-
sion of care.

Much like a small yet perfect cup of cor-
tado.

Tips You Can Use

Doubling the square footage instantly
raised the home’s market value. But the
even greater value of this forever home is in
how Julie, Daniel, their girls, and her par-
ents can live now: connected with family,
friends, light and nature. Here’s how you
can do it too!

1. See challenges as inspiration.

2. Invite sunlight wherever you can.

3. Layer views to create flow inside and
out.

4. Use custom details to tell your story.

5. Get professional help to make the
most of what you already have.

ISSUE 3| 2025
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“This means that when the door opens,
you’ll be ready. I have been in the enter-
tainment business since 1971, starting in
the mailroom at Universal Studios.

“My career has been a series of seren-
dipitous kinds of things,” he continues.
“There’s so much in life that happens with
networking and connections. People have
to know you to want to work with you.”

When asked why he believes NCIS is still
thriving as it starts its 23rd season, John-
son credited the cast, top-notch actors who
kept interest alive.

“I met one viewer who had seen 400-
plus episodes, watching them during the
marathons, and she said it felt like a warm
blanket,” he remembers.

The big names

One of Johnson’s essays in A Gathering
of Voices tells the story of his personal and
welcoming interactions with three famous
people: former First Lady Michele Obama;
O.]. Simpson defense attorney Johnny Co-
chran; and talk show host Oprah Winfrey.

AL

MENTION THIS AD
TO SAVE 10% OFF

701 E. MAIN ST
MOORESTOWN
NJ 08057

(609) 997-2639

FOLLOW US ON
@NDAMEDSPA

rd by Phylicia Rashad

Johnson was invited by Reuben Cannon,
one of his mailroom buddies, to Oprah’s
TV studio. Cannon was one of her produc-
ers and was honored for his work casting
the hit film she starred in with Whoopi
Goldberg, The Color Purple.

“As I described in the book, I changed

my plane tickets to stop in Chicago and
meet her,” Johnson explains. “The reason
that this chapter came to mind is that she
openly supported me when I got there, de-
spite not knowing me before that.

“She came out of the studio to the front,
took me around, and the director of the
show that day, Ivan Dixon, was someone
I knew from my days of The Rockford
Files.”

Winfrey also told Johnson he had to
meet a guy who was on set that day, Roots
creator Alex Haley, who took time with
Johnson and rode with him to the airport.

“So, this is an interesting story about
three celebrities, who are also interesting
human beings that I have had different en-
counters with in my life,” Johnson notes.
“No matter what their success and what
they’ve accomplished, they have that in-
credible ability to meet people and make
them feel important.”

Sage career advice

After a rich personal life and varied ca-
reer, Johnson advises anyone who wants to
pursue a career in acting and screenwriting

see VOICES page 27
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Photos by Doug McConnell of McCo Media - The Crows Woods Gardens
sit along the Cooper River, with plenty of wildlife and bird migration
coming through the area every season.

CROWS WOODS
CARDENS OFFERS A
BLANK SLATE EACH
PLANTING SEASON

By Kathy Chang

he beauty of Crows Woods Gar-
I dens is breathtaking.

Fresh flowers meet you as you
walk in, thanks to volunteer Cheryl Miller,
who maintains the space in memory of
long-time member Mary Previte.

Tucked behind the Crows Woods sport-
ing fields, garden enthusiasts start with a
blank slate in a planting season that begins
on April 15 and ends on Nov. 15. No inter-
ested gardener is turned away, according to
Paul Schmeck, president and membership
coordinator of the Crows Woods Garden-
ers.

“I love new members and their energy
and creativity,” he says.

When Schmeck first got involved, there
was a waiting list for plots. He was in-
strumental in working with borough of-
ficials - including Letitia “Tish” Colombi,
Haddonfield’s former mayor, and Business
Administrator Sharon McCullough - to ex-
pand the gardens.

“I just can’t see turning anyone away,”
Schmeck explains. “We ended up bringing
in truckloads of organic soil to fill in the
low back area as demand grew. Over the
past 10 years or so, the amount of people
that have left has kind of equaled the plots
of new members.

“This year,” he adds, “we had to squeeze
a plot on the side, but we have not had to
extend or expand (since then).”

Over the years, Schmeck has seen gen-
erations of families - including his own
- whose traditions play out in the gardens
with varied produce, flowers, greens and
even fruit trees.

“We had an Indian couple who grew
the most interesting vegetables that I never
heard of,” he recalls. “I thought it was so
cool.”

The 1.7-acre Crows Woods Gardens was
a landfill back in the 1950s and “60s, ac-
cording to Schmeck, and the land is owned
by the borough.

see GARDEN page 13
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In 1983, long-time resident and commu-
nity activist Walt Saladik’s dream of trans-
forming the whole space for gardening and
recreation was realized. Kathi Stokes start-
ed the all-volunteer organization of garden-
ers and managed them and the plots from
1982 until about 15 years ago.

“I was a pretty active volunteer at the
time, and she had asked if I wanted to take
over,” Schmeck recounts, “so I took over as
president. Jim O’Brien was vice president
with her and he continues and still is vice
president. He is one of the longest members
of the gardens.”

Rows of plots are managed by six cap-
tains who serve as a board of advisors for
the gardeners.

“We have other volunteers who run
different aspects of the garden,” Schmeck
points out. “We have a program where we
donate produce to the Cherry Hill food
pantry on Tuesdays (and) Thursdays. We
set up deliveries to the food bank and en-
courage gardeners to donate their excess
produce.”

The garden plot where the program
volunteers grow donated produce once be-
longed to Previte, who had two spaces at
Crows Woods. Born in China, she spent
three years in a Japanese concentration
camp during World War II and served as
a state legislator and Haddonfield board of
education member.

Her 2019 obituary described the
87-year-old Previte as “an avid” Haddon-
field Crows Wood gardener. She put to-
gether the gardeners’ newsletter and deliv-
ered copies during her early-morning walks
through town.

The Crows Woods Gardens sit along the
Cooper River, with plenty of wildlife and
bird migration coming through the area
every season. Some gardeners put fences
and gates around their plots and have built
birdhouses and even hawk perches .

The gardens are open to the public, but
members have to be borough residents.

“The gardens have not (only) been a
place to come in and garden,” Schmeck
notes. “It’s also been a refuge for people.
It’s kind of a sacred place, in a way, to a lot
of people.

“Over time, | just got to experience some

stories and what the gardens have meant to
residents in town.”

As you walk around the 88-plot gardens
this season, you will see that one of the
gardeners planted flowers all around their
plot and placed lawn chairs inside. Another
gardener planted Mexican sunflowers.

There is a common area for gardeners to
sit and relax under a pergola built by Sch-

meck, his father, son and nephew. There
are composts; wheelbarrows; a tool area;
and a washing station, the latter two com-
pleted through Eagle Scout projects.

During the season, students from the
National Honor Society at the borough
high school volunteer their time to clean up
the garden and clear out plots.

see GARDEN page 15

TICKETS ARE SELLING FAST! DON'T DELAY!

Get yours TODAY at haddonfieldrotary.org

HADDONFIELD DAY

w: DINOSAUR PARK

EDELMAN FOSSIL PARK & MUSEUM of Rowan University

1. FAMILY FUN DAY
10am to Spm

v Museum
v/ Quarry Dig

v Dino Arts & Crafts
Adults $75
Children under 12 $60

Proceeds be
Rotary Club of Ha
scholarships and communit

2. AN EVENING AT THE EDELMAN
6pm to 9pm

v/ Mingling, Munching,

Music, and Museum :

Acelegant evening of delectable

cuisine, exceptional wines and spirits,

live music, and scintillating company.
Adults $200

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18
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Schmeck has lived in Haddonfield for
30 years and grew up gardening with his
grandparents.

“My great grandfather’s whole yard
was a garden,” he remembers. “I got out
of it for a bit when I lived in Philadelphia.
Then when I moved here, my backyard was
shady. I had young kids (at the time), my
career and everything.”

It was not until his son started playing
soccer that Schmeck discovered gardening
again. He was at the sports field when he
happened upon an Earth Day event.

“The gardeners were planting sunflow-
ers at the community garden,” Schmeck
says, adding that his son’s soccer sched-
ule started to coincide with his gardening
schedule.

“I would drop him off and come over
here and garden until he showed up. I was
regularly here, twice a week for a couple
of hours.”

Schmeck is a big proponent of growing
his own food.

“I always fell in love with gardens,” he
asserts. “I dedicated a lot of my life with
this place and have had my family involved.
My mother always said, ‘Find your mis-
sion,” and in a way, this is kind of a mission
for me to keep and make it the best place it
could be and make as many people happy
as possible.

“It’s a rewarding experience.”

New gardeners are assigned a 10-by-20-
foot plot, and after a year, they can expand
to one that is 20 by 20 feet upon request.
All Crows Woods Gardeners have access
to water; tools; and aged compost, among
other materials.

Maintaining a plot requires five or six
hours a week, so it is strongly recommend-
ed that those with limited time maintain a
small space.

In March and April, Schmeck holds a
welcome for the gardeners and their fami-
lies, and at the end of September, there is a
gathering where gardeners are encouraged
to bring a dish using produce from their
gardens.

In the near future, the Crows Woods
Gardeners will be made more inclusive
with a section for raised beds.

For more information, visit www.crows-
woodsgardeners.com.

Antiques

B (ocks

EXPERT CLOCK
SERVICE & REPAIR

Grandfather ® Mantle e Cuckoo e Wall
Most Clocks e Shelf Clocks

If you are remodeling, don’t forget about your clock. Maintenance
on your clock keeps it running and heads off more expensive
repairs. We are recommended by Top Jewelers.

! The Fishers pictured
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Memorial Antique
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Riverside Historical

= Society Museum.
; Mr. & Mrs. David Fisher, Owners
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s we enter the crisp fall months
A of 2025, Haddonfield, New Jer-
sey—known for its charming tree-
lined streets, historic homes, and vibrant
downtown—continues to be one of the
most sought-after suburban locales in the
Greater Philadelphia area. With an ever-
changing real estate landscape, prospective
buyers and sellers alike are curious about
the market’s trajectory in this beloved
town. Let’s break down the current trends,
challenges, and opportunities that define
the Fall 2025 real estate market in Had-
donfield.
A Hot Market, But with New Nuances
Haddonfield’s real estate market has re-
mained robust throughout 2025, but it’s
important to note that the pace of activity

DOONFIELD,

has shifted slightly. The extreme seller’s
market we saw in 2021 and 2022 has tem-
pered, giving buyers more room to nego-
tiate. However, demand still significantly
outstrips supply, creating a market where
well-priced, well-maintained homes still
garner attention quickly.

Homes in the $600,000 to $1.2 million
price range have been especially competi-
tive, particularly in neighborhoods close to
the downtown area and top-rated schools.
This is a key factor for buyers with school-
age children, as Haddonfield’s public
schools remain among the best in New Jer-
sey. The added bonus of being just 10 miles
from Philadelphia also keeps the town on
the radar for city commuters seeking more
space and a suburban lifestyle.

NJ: A GLIMPSE INTC
- FALL 2025 REAL ESTATE MARKET

By Christy Oberg, Realtor®
Weichert Premier
Haddonfield
Expert Contributor

Shift Towards Larger Homes and Out-
door Spaces

A noticeable trend in Fall 2025 is the in-
creased demand for larger homes with out-

see REAL ESTATE page 17
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door spaces. After several years of living in
tight quarters during the pandemic, many
buyers are looking for homes with more
square footage, including spacious yards
for family gatherings and home offices.
This is particularly true for young families
and professionals looking to create a home
base in a more relaxed environment with-
out sacrificing proximity to the city.

Additionally, there's been a significant
uptick in interest in properties with modern
amenities such as home gyms, chef’s kitch-
ens, and even wellness-oriented spaces like
yoga studios or meditation rooms. It’s clear
that post-pandemic living has reshaped the
way people view their home environments,
with a focus on comfort, utility, and life-
style-enhancing features.

General Consensus

Downward Trend: Most forecasts and

MOST OFFERS

S
Are available ONE

day only, Saturday

Sept. 27th,

S E B ST s

226 S White Horse Pike, Audubon, NJ 08106
PET CENT ER (856) 617-6871 - www.gardenstatepetcenter.com

SOME OFFERS
_._—-_#

Are available ALL
WEEKEND! While
cthers are active into
October!

Deals Last
all Weekend
& Beyond!

recent data suggest that mortgage interest 9 o O &*@&
rates will continue a gradual downward F ) i
o ‘e = 2 |
L () o .. & L1 “ ..
see REAL ESTATE page 18 /> *—-. AS, P AsY, P
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o Lifetime Non-Pro Rated Labor & Material

10 Year Factory Certified Workmanship Warranty
0n All Components Of The Roof

© 25 year Algae Resistant Shingles

FINANCING AVAILABLE
Up to 12 Months No Interest - (restrictions apply)

Emergency Services Available!

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE!*
oK *Restrictions apply.

LUE 856-988-3243 2

www.SebastianBuilders.com

N Lic. #13VH01078900 _
GAFME Cert # ME11g05 <= ==iel S ol @) £ 20

REAL ESTATE 08033
from page 17

trend throughout the fall of 2025.

Fed's Influence: The key driver for this
trend is the expectation that the Federal
Reserve will continue to cut its benchmark
interest rate. While the Fed's rate doesn't

directly set mortgage rates, it influences
the bond market, particularly the 10-year
Treasury yield, which is a key benchmark
for long-term home loans.

see REAL ESTATE page 19
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Modest Declines: The anticipated de-
cline is expected to be gradual and mod-
erate, not a drastic drop to the historically
low rates seen in 2020 and 2021. Experts
do not expect a return to pre-pandemic lev-
els of affordability.

Housing Market: Lowering rates could
attract more homebuyers who have been
on the sidelines, potentially increasing
competition and putting upward pressure
on home prices. This can be a "double-
edged sword" for buyers who might benefit
from lower rates but face a more competi-
tive market.

Haddonfield’s Historic Charm: A Draw
for Buyers

Despite the challenges presented by in-
terest rates and limited inventory, Haddon-
field’s historic charm remains a significant
draw for prospective buyers. The town’s
beautifully preserved Colonial and Victo-
rian homes, along with its walkable down-
town area, continue to captivate those
seeking both character and convenience.

LET'S ENJOY THIS
SEASON!

&

Roof Maintenance

- Inspect your gutters and clean them

* Inspect your roof for missing
shingles or damage.

+ Have your chimney swept

+ Check your roof for moss and treat
if needed

- Check eaves and gables for missing
soffit or holes and repair if needed

Lawn & Garden

- Fall is a great time to aerate fertilize
your lawn for the spring
+ Remove any spent annuals and
apply mulch to perennials
- Don't forget to plant spring bulbs
+ Clean your garden tools before storing them
+ Trim shrubs and trees to prevent damage and
maintaine visibility

&

The borough’s commitment to main-
taining its quaint, small-town feel while
offering modern amenities has made it a
prime location for both local and out-of-
town buyers. Many are drawn to the easy
access to shopping, dining, and entertain-
ment options, including the popular Had-
donfield Farmers Market and the nearby
Cooper River Park, which offer plenty of
recreational opportunities. For many, this
balance of historic elegance with modern
suburban life is exactly what they’re look-
ing for in a community.

Looking Ahead: What’s Next for Had-
donfield Real Estate?

As we head into winter, it’s likely that
the market will remain steady, albeit with
more cautious optimism. Home buyers
may be more deliberate in their decision-
making, but Haddonfield’s strong reputa-
tion as a family-friendly town with excel-
lent schools and easy access to Philadelphia
will continue to fuel demand.

For sellers, it’s important to price homes

)\

" 2

Home Exterior

+ Check doors and windows for gaps
and apply caulking or weather strips

+ Check walls and foundation for
cracks and make repairs

&,

competitively and be prepared for negotia-
tions. While homes in prime locations will
still see multiple offers, pricing strategies
may need to be more flexible to adjust to
the evolving market.

Ultimately, while the real estate market
in Haddonfield has evolved over the past
few years, it remains a desirable destina-
tion for those seeking a high quality of
life in a historic, vibrant community. As
Fall 2025 unfolds, those who are in the
market—whether buying or selling—can
expect a steady but slightly more balanced
environment. With the right preparation
and guidance, both buyers and sellers can
navigate this market and find success.

Contact Information

For more insights or personalized real
estate advice in Haddonfield or the sur-
rounding areas, feel free to reach out.

Call: 856-655-0789

Email - christyobergrealtor@gmail.com
Website: www.haddonfieldhomesales.com

s A

+ Check attic and crawlspace for any signs of moisture
+ Check outdoor lighting and replace bulbs while its warm
+ Remove any hoses and insulate any exposed pipes or

faucets

Inside the Home

©

- Have your Fall Furnace/Heating system check up

+ Change the furnace filter for great air quailty and safety
+ Check your basement for any crack and fill those with

motar

- Test all your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms/change

batteries

+ Make sure your fire extinguisher is fully functional

O:856-394-5700 + C: 856-655-0789 - christyobergrealtor@gmail.com
haddonfieldhomesales.com * 132 Kings Highway East, Haddonfield, NJ 08033
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SGULPTED STORIES
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Photos by Doug McConnell of McCo Media - A twisted and bent piece of steel from the North Tower of the
World Trade Center is mounted onto a pillar at the borough’s 9/11 memorial at Haddon Fire Company No. 1.

Twisted steel, iron

Recounting how a piece of 9/11 made it to the borough and its memorial

t has been 24 years since 9/11, and in
I honor of the 2,977 lives lost that day,

memorials have since been erected
across the nation, most notably at the site
in Manhattan where the World Trade Cen-
ter’s two towers once stood.

There are thousands of monuments to
the courage displayed on that day. New Jer-
sey has more than 150 in towns across the
state that incorporate pieces of the tower
wreckage.

Haddonfield is one of them.

The borough’s memorial stands at the
Plaza of Haddon Fire Company No. 1 on

By Abigail Twiford

North Haddon Avenue, a fitting location
given the number of first responders who
sacrificed their lives that day

Its centerpiece is a twisted and bent piece
of steel from the North Tower, mounted on
a pillar with a plaque explaining its origin
and inscribed with the words “In Honor of
the Lives Lost. Never Forget.”

The piece was dedicated on Sept. 11 in
2013, when Butch Brees was president of
the fire company. He was the driving force
behind the idea, inspired by another com-
pany.

“Audubon Fire Company had gotten a

piece of steel from 9/11,” he recalls. “They
have a beautiful tribute right outside of
their station. It’s a very large piece,” he
adds of that town’s 7,000-pound artifact.

Then-fire chief John Carpenter explained
to Brees that Ground Zero remains were in
the possession of the New Jersey and New
York port authorities, and acquiring a 9/11
relic would require an application to reas-
sign ownership of the piece to the Haddon
Fire Company.

The artifact was picked up at JFK Air-
port in New York. Brees and the fire com-

see STEEL page 21
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from page 20

pany were responsible for transporting it
to Haddonfield, so Brees built a box with
carpet lining to protect his precious cargo.

The object that now sits at the 9/11 me-
morial was smaller than some others to ac-
commodate its perch outside Haddon Fire
Company.

“We said, “That’s perfect,” Brees recalls.

But the steel artifact was misshapen
and could not be easily mounted. To help
respectfully display the borough’s piece of
9/11 history, Brees turned to John Gian-
notti, known of course as the man behind
the borough’s historic dinosaur sculpture.

=way

H

“He came over, took a look at the piece,
meeting with us, and he said, ‘It’s like a
broken wing of a bird,” Brees recalls of the
sculptor’s reaction. “It’s kind of like a vic-
tory celebration with a broken wing.””

Giannotti - known for his use of bronze
- brought Brees - and the artifact to the
foundry he uses for his own sculptures,
where employees demonstrated how the
mounting could be done.

“That’s kind of how that piece got to
that shape, and how it was mounted,”
Brees recounts.

The flagstone and brick base the arti-
fact sits on was made by a friend of Brees’
who works in construction. The memorial
plaque was then attached to its front. Four
pins at the bottom of the mount ensure the
steel remains securely in place.

Haddon Fire Company’s 2013 dedica-
tion of the memorial included Battalion
Chief Martin Ford, captain of Ladder

see STEEL page 27
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By Jay Cipriani,
Cipriani Remodeling Solutions
Expert Contributor

hen most people think about
remodeling, they picture the
finished product: a beauti-

ful kitchen with gleaming countertops, a
spa-like bathroom with elegant tile, or an

open-concept living space filled with natu-
ral light. While aesthetics are a key part
of any successful remodel, good design is
about much more than creating a visually
appealing space. It’s about how your home
works for you, how it supports your life-
style, solves daily frustrations, and makes
everyday life easier and more enjoyable.

At its core, good design is functional. It
considers how you live in your space to-
day and anticipates how your needs might
change in the future. A well-designed home
should feel intuitive. You shouldn’t have to
walk across the kitchen to get to the trash
can, dig through deep shelves to find what
you need, or work around an awkward
layout that no longer fits your life. These
are the details that often go unnoticed in
a photograph, but they make all the differ-
ence when you’re living in the space every

see GOOD DESIGN page 23
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GOOD DESIGN 08033 homeowneré. We want to understand how

they use their space, what frustrates them,

from page 22 what they value most, and how they en-

vision living in their home 5, 10, even 20

day. years from now. These conversations shape

This is why the design process should every design decision we make, from lay-

never be rushed. At Cipriani Remodeling  out and materials to storage solutions and
Solutions, we start by getting to know our

see GOOD DESIGN page 25

Ready to \ You Need More Than Just an Estinlate
Start Your [ & &\ e
Home =

enovation? l :

Remodeling Solutions

Additions | Kitchens | Bathrooms | More

856.422.3994 ¢ CIPRIANIWAY COM

NJHICHE3 a0
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IT'S ALL IN THE DETAILS.

When it comes to your social cal-
endar change is .. not always good.
But sometimes it's inevitable. Check
each organization’s website for up-
dated event information.

HADDONFIELD
PUBLIC LIBRARY

The library is located at 60 N Had-
don Ave. For more information on
events visit www.haddonfieldlibrary.
org.

Oct. 3 - 10-10:30 a.m. - Movie
Munchkins Creepy Carrots Edition.
Join Ms. Jordan Bilodeau and Ms. Ka-
trina Price to watch an animated ver-
sion of the book Creepy Carrots and
do a carrot craft. Recormmended for
ages 2 and up.

Hadldonfield Happenings

Oct. 9 - 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. — Ho-
cus Pocus Wall Hanging — Create a
wall hanging inspired by the witch
sisters.

Oct.10-10-10:30 a.m.—-Once Upon
a Craft — Halloween House — Join Ms.
Katrina Price for a story and a Hal-
loween House craft. Ages 3 to 6.

Oct. 12 - 1:30-1:45 p.m. — Storytime:
Happy Birthday Haddy! Weather
permitting. Join Ms. Katrina Price at
Haddy's Birthday Party for a short
and sweet version of the library's
weekly storytimes. We will sing
songs, read a story, and dance with
bubbles at the Haddy Statue on Lan-
tern Lane.

Oct. 15 - 3:30-415 p.m. — Spooky
Cute: Paint Your Own Ghost Ear-

RESORED
ANTIQUITY

Hore LBetor ¢,2¢£f&»

15% oﬂ‘

: your purchase, with this coupon
not be combined with other sales.
Expires 12.31.25.

115 Kings Hwy E.Haddonfield

rings. For grades 6 to 12.

Oct. 17 - 3:45-415 p.m. — Halloween
Bingo for ages between 7 and 12.

Oct.19-10-1Ta.m.-The Preserving
Black Haddonfield History Project’s
Service at Mt. Olivet Church followed
by a walking tour and historical
marker installation ceremony from
noontolp.m.

Oct. 20 - 6:30-7 p.m. — Halloween
PJ Story and Craft before bed.

Oct. 20 - 6:45-7:45 p.m. - Diamond
“paint” a coaster to add some sparkle
for your autumnal beverages. This is
a small diamond art project, perfect
for beginners.

Oct. 21 - 1-2 p.m. — Craft at the Ili-
brary and make an autumn decoup-
age pumpkin.

Oct. 24 — 4-4:30 p.m. — Halloween
Rockin’ Out with Mr. Bobby on the
front lawn. The kids can dress up in
costumes or their favorite Halloween
outfit. Weather permitting.

Oct. 26 — 12:30-1:30 p.m. — Join
Culture 4 Kids for a story and sugar
skull craft in celebration of Dia de los
Muertos.

Oct. 28 - 10-10:30 a.m. or 1:30-2
p.m. - Trick-or-Treating Storytime will
be held outside.

Oct. 30 - 9:45-10115 a.m. — Come
in costume or your favorite Hallow-
een clothes and dance the morning
away with props and fun songs dur-
ing the Halloween Dance Party.

IN THE COMMUNITY

Sept. 25-27 - Autumn Sounds
Concert Series is a vibrant new fall
music event debuting downtown
Haddonfield. The series will begin at
3 p.m.on Sept. 25 and end around 10
p.m. on Sept. 27.

Oct. 1- 8-10 a.m. - Starting in Oc-
tober, Police Chief Jason Cutler in-
vites residents to a monthly “Coffee
& Chat with the Chief” series. First
chat will be held at Jersey Java.

Oct. 4 - Haddonfield’s Fall Festi-
val-10 a.m. to 4 p.m. - A juried crafts
show on Tanner Street with more

see HAPPENINGS page 23
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from page 23

lighting placement. v

experience, where
the food is simple,
uncomplicated and

For example, a kitchen island mightlook | “™ 14 N. HADDON AVENUE down-to-earth
flow of someone who loves to cook, it’s not (856) 427-9599 856.528.2282

WWW.SALON14NORTH.COM
TUESDAY 10-3 WEDNESDAY 10-6

<. For Reservations: thellttlehenbyob com
Take out is Available

the right solution. On the other hand, a \'
kitchen with clear zones for prep, cooking,

THURSDAY 10-7 FRIDAY 10-6

and cleanup, all tailored to how that family ™' SATURDAY 830-4 WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 4:30-8:30PM

uses the space, will feel effortless and enjoy- 220 KINGS HWY E  HADDONFIELD
ble 0 use dav in and dav out h le i & Follow Us: @thelittlehenbyob
a e. 0o ‘llse .ay 1n and day out. ) o <{..<{..<{..<{..<{.. T Bon for R o o Bon Br B oo R Bn B B0
Lighting is another example of design
that goes beyond looks. The right light-
ing plan doesn’t just highlight finishes. It

improves safety, functionality, and mood. | o ff
Layering ambient, task, and accent lighting I

ensures that a space can adapt to different 1 / 0

times of day and activities. Whether you’re 1 o

cooking dinner, reading a book, or enter- | entire purchase with this coupon |

taining guests, your lighting should sup- — o mm Em mm = = =

port what you're doing, . PHIDELITY RECORDS ~ We want to buy your records.

Good design also takes the emotional

experience into account. A well-designed 12 Haddon Ave. No collection is too h|g or too small.
space can make you feel calm, energized, Haddon Township_ NJ 08108

focused, or relaxed, depending on how it’s (856) 240-1522 n @phldentyrecords

composed. Color, layout, sound, and tex-

great in a photo, but if it disrupts the work-  [##* HADDONFIELD, NJ 08033 " BOOK YOUR PRIVATE EVENT TODAY! .

ture all influence how a space makes you
feel. These elements are subtle, but when BHSEMENT WHTEHPHBBFINE
done thoughtfully, they create a lasting im-
pact.
We often hear from homeowners who BUNE THE HIEHTWH“!
feel stuck between wanting a beautiful . "M " . .
home and needing a functional one. The Do It the nghtway the fl rSt tlme'
good news is, you don’t have to choose. h
When design is approached the right
way, beauty and function work together.
Thoughtful design doesn’t compromise one
for the other. It integrates both in a way
that feels seamless and deeply personal.
Ultimately, good design supports your
life. It’s not just about what you see when
you walk into a room. It’s about how that
room makes you feel and how well it works
when you’re living in it. That’s why our

. ' E ' j - GET YOUR
process puts so much emphasis on under- | i)

standing the people behind the project.
Every family is different, and every home ;%-.

should be a reflection of the people who . 0 .
N g (09 Financing Available

So, the next time you see a beautifully re- I . Keeping Basements Dry in NJ and the

modeled space, look a little closer. Ask how Delaware Valley for Over 30 Years
it works, not just how it looks. Because

a.f ’ ‘,
true design success isn’t measured by style ﬁ% 866-427-11721
alone. It’s measured by how well a space nf% www.riahtwavwaterproofing.com
RIG 9 y P 9

serves the people who call it home.

@ XD

WATERPROOFING CO. NJ License# 13VH03327200
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than 50 vendors and a big book sale
at the Masonic Temple are expected
to be popular features of a Fall Festi-
val in Haddonfield on Saturday, Oc-
tober 4. (If rain: Saturday, Oct. 11.) Fall
Festival is organized by the Haddon-
field Lions Club. Subaru is the major
sponsor, and community financial
support has been provided by The
Haddonfield Foundation. The book
sale is sponsored by the Friends of
the Haddonfield Library.

Oct. 6-10 — Join Haddon Fire Com-
pany No. 1 as they host Fire Preven-
tion Week events. Don't miss Fire
Prevention Night at the Fire House
on Oct. 9 starting at 6 p.m.

Oct. 10, 1M, 17, 18, 24, 25 — Histori-
cal Society of Haddonfield's Witchy
Walk will held at dusk. For over 20
years, the Historical Society of Had-
donfield has led historic haunted
walking tours through Haddonfield
in October. These very popular walk-
ing tours are based on the books
Haunted Haddonfield | & II, written
by the late Bill Meehan. They start on
Oct.10.

Oct. 11 - 8 a.m. to noon - Shred-
ding event will be held in the parking
lot behind Borough Hall.

Saturdays through Oct. 12 - 8:30
a.m. - Haddonfield Farmers' Market
on Kings Court.

Oct. 12 - starts at noon - Down-
town Haddonfield is hosting a birth-
day party for Haddonfield’s favorite
dinosaur. He is turning 22.

Oct.18 -9 a.m.-The Haddon Fort-

<Y TORIBELLA

skin clinic

: ‘—\ ) ["_'-\f

/
4

nightly will hold its annual flea mar-
ket. Antiques, collectibles, plants,
baked goods, holiday items, elec-
tronics, and more, all flea market
treasures at modest prices.

Oct. 18 - 6 p.m. — Rotary Club of
Haddonfield presents Haddonfield
Day at the Dinosaur Park, Edleman
Fossil Park in Mantua.

Oct. 18-19 - Downtown Haddon-
field celebrates Diwali. The weekend
will be full of lights, dancing, food
and culture on King's Court. Festivi-
ties begin at 3 p.m. on Oct. 18 with a
Diwali Flashmob with free samosas
and dancing. From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Oct. 19, a Diwali Fair will include
crafts, henna artists, chai makers,
food and drinks from Cross Culture.

Oct. 30 - Haddonfield Celebra-
tions Association will hold its Hal-
loween Costume Parade on Kings
Highway starting at 6 p.m. on Chest-

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

Back to school 20% off ANY service for teachers!

Now offering Aesthetician services:
facials, waxing, lash and brow services

SN 911 Kings Hwy S Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
ek Call or Text us: 856-474-3636

nut St. All children will receive a Hal-
loween trinket at the end of the pa-
rade.

Indian King Tavern Museum is |o-
cated at 233 E. Kings Highway. Days
and hours open: Wednesday to Sat-
urday — 10 a.m. to noon and 1-4 p.m,;
Sunday, 1-4 p.m. For more informa-
tion visit www.indiankingfriends.org.

Advertise
in our next issue
coming soon!

&, i '*}. . o |
i TR at X Ol S

(856)779-3800 x6920
lifestyles@donnelly.media

lifestyles
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from page 11

to always be prepared.

“You have to study; you have to be in the
thick of it,” he points out. “Do plays, see
plays and work hard whenever you can.”

And when a chance comes along?

“Be ready when the opportunities
come,” he says. “Look for opportunities;
meet people; and, if someone likes your
work, take it to the next level. I've been
lucky to be able to keep reinventing myself.

“I don’t think you ever stop learning.”

STEEL 08033
from page 27

Company 131 in Brooklyn on 9/11.

Off duty that day, Ford arrived at the site
of the wreckage after both towers had col-
lapsed, with five of his fire brethren inside.
At the borough memorial dedication, he
spoke of what it meant to him that memo-
rials were still being erected more than 12
years after the tragedy.

“It’s an honor to come to dedicate this
piece of steel in the memory of everybody
that was lost,” he told the Courier Post
newspaper. “It’s 12 years later, and it’s nice
to see the memory is being kept alive.”

—REL
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PHOTO BY LILIANE LATHAN

JTISAN w JEWELER

Featured Artist Christian Gatto
Text: 267-272-2236

thejewelergatto

Welcome to Margie Cedrone
Artisan Jeweler!

Margie Cedrone Artisan Jewelers has been a trusted name in fine
jewelry for over 30 years. Specializing in custom-made diamond
jewelry, we are one of the few jewelers left in the area that still
crafts the finest tailor-made pieces.

Our experienced jewelers have a passion for
creating beautiful, unique jewelry that will last
a lifetime. We take the time to understand your
vision, and we work with you to create a piece

that is truly special.

OPEN FOR APPOINTMENTS ONLY
121 Haddon Avenue
Haddon Township, NJ 08108
(215) 384-7155

Please mention this ad for 10%
off your order of $150 or more.
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closetﬁactory

, any project $2500 or more*

\ | R
I

Setting the standard in closetfactory.com
Custom Closet Design for 856-382-8085

over 40 yeq rs VISIT YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM AT:

. 3001 Irwin Road, Suite E
» Choose from the largest selection of colors, styles, and finishes Mount Laurel, NJ 08054

| =

* Our designers work with you every step of the way
* Collaborate to create a personalized design for your needs and space License # NJ 13VH09550600/PA 131985
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HOME OFFICE g 4 b TR ¢ U @ LAUNDRY ROOM .
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Schedule your FREE in-home or virtual design consultation today!

*Valid for orders over $2,500. Must be presented at time of consultation.
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